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tile representation of plays within the city of London3.
Yet, this zeal was not wholly approved of at White-
hall. And the privy council wrote the Lord Mayorr
on the 22d of March, 1573-4, " to advertize their
Lordships what causes he hath to restrain playes; to
the intent their Lordships may the better answer such
as desire liberty for the same 4."

The year 1574 is probably the epoch of the first
establishment of a regular company of players. It
was on the 10th of May, 1574, that the influence of
the Earl of Leicester obtained for his servants, James
Burbadge, John Parkyn, John Lanham, William
Johnson, and Robert Wilson, a license under the
privy seal, " to exercise tita faculty of playing, through*
out the realm of England V Leicester was not s,
man who would allow the Queen's grant to be im-
pugned, or his own servants to be opposed. And,
his influence procured, probably, directions from the
privy council to the Lord Mayor, on the 22d of July*
1574," to admit the comedy players within the city of
London; and to be otherwise favourably used6."

But, the zeal of the Lord Mayor neither darkened
the gaiety of the city, nor obstructed the operations
of the players so much as did the plague; which, in
that age, frequently afflicted the nation with its de-

3  Strype's Stow, vol. i. p. 292-300.

4  The council regist. of that date.

^ A copy of the patent has been already printed, p. 48, by
Mr. Steevens, who found it among the unpublished papers of
Rhymer, in the British Museum. The next license, for acting ge-
nerally, was granted by an open warrant, on the 29th of April,
1593, " to the plaiers, servants to the Earl of Sussex; authori-
zing them to exercise their quality of playing comedies and tra-
gedies, in any county, city, town or corporation, not being within
seven miles of London, where the infection is not, and in places
convenient, and times fit." [Council regr. of that date.]

6 On the same day a passport was granted "to the players to
go to London [from the court] and to be well used on their voy-
age" [journey].